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H AT follows being wrote in 
Defence of the Principles 
| „ the Church of England, as 

: 2 =” 4. lands diftinguiſied from 
Peopery and Presbytery, may 
WY 7 /onably eupeſt a candid, if 

not a favaurable Reception, by all her true 
Sons, which will the better enable the Au- 
thor to bear that Obloguy, and thoſe Cenſures, 
which he 1s ſure to meet with from ber falſe 
Friends, and open Enemies. © 
And the oniy bare ſpeaking the Truth with 
Freedom, will alſo naturally diſguſt thoſe whoſe 
Intereſt it is to oppoſe it, and alſo diſoblige ma- 
ny whoſe long Prejudices flrong Paſſions, or 
 FPonaneſs for Power, may have bias d their 
Judgments ta different Sentiments; and I 
need not to mention how dificult the Taſe muſt. 
be to perſuade Men they have long been in an 
| Error, and how hard -t9 prevail with the 
many 70 believe they have not the Power they 

| I: imagine 


? } 

imagine they have; or to teach the Mighty to 
think that they execute wrong the Power 
they poſſeſs. 5 

But fince I write nothing but what ] be- 
lieve to be true, and have no worldy Intereſt 
to prejudice my Fudgment in Favour of the 
Principles I profeſs ; that gives me the great- 


ter Aſſurance to believe that I am now in 


the Right, and yet I could readily change 


my Opinion, if fairly ſhew'd that I am in 


the Wrong ; and as I have a juſt Claim 
to all the Liberties and Rights that are in- 


berent in us by Nature, or belong to us by | 


Birthright, as being Freeborn Engliſhmen ; 
LT hope thoſe who boaſt ſo much of theſe Pri- 
vileges, will allow that they intitle me to a 


Right zo ſpeak with Freedom, and to an 


Equity 70 be heared with Candor. 


Eſpecially as I have endeavoured carefully 
to avoid the Extravagancies of all Parties, and 
every harſh Word that I imagin'd might juſily 
give Offence to any Party: And am only 


ſollicitous to purſue Truth in a clear and 
choſe Chain of Arguments, founded on thoſe 
Principles, which the Law of Nature dictates, 
the Laws of the Land direct, and the Law of 
God commands. „„ 


J have alſo offered ſome Authorities from 


all Parties for the ſeveral Truths I have laid 
down; and as they are generally of the 


higheſt Station and greateſt Character, muſt 


convince 
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convince the Reader that what I ofter 7s 0 
Novelty, and perhaps may induce him to give 
the more ſerious Attention to the Force of the 


{ Arguments ve urge; for I would preſs their Au- 


thority no farther than the Reaſons they give, 
will ſupport the Principles we profeſs, *fince 

whatever deference I may have for their Cha- 
racters or Stations, I neither can, nor defire 
the Reader ſhould pay a blind Obedience to 
any Human Authority whatever, tho" I can- 
. not run the modiſb Lengths of diſputing what 
1 believe to be divine, or pretend to ſet Limits 
to the Power of the Almighty. 

As the Letters aſerib'd to Lord . | 
have made a great Noiſe, andoccaſioned this Dif 
courſe, I have therefore paid them a greater 
Regard, than otherwiſe I ſhould have done; 
2 ſure their greateſt Admirers ought either 
to credit thoſe great Truths they plainly aſſert, 
or give them up as very weak, very inconſiſt- 
ent, or very difingenuous. 
” ſhall make no excuſe for publiſhing this 

Diſcourſe, nor deſire the leaſt Indulgence to 
any Miſtake or Error in it; the only Favour 
Taſk, is not to be condranand without being 
read, nor partially cenſur'd after, without a 
due Conſideration of the whole ; and perhaps 
on a thoughtful Examination, the Reader 
may not eafi 10 find a better ſett of Principles, 
confiftent with the Law of Nature, the Laws 
; 7 God, and the Engliſh Monarchy, Con- 

ſlitution and Liberties; for all which it is 
B 2 = both 


4 
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„ 
both my Duty, my Intereſt, and my Inclina- 


tion to have the greateſt Regard, as @ Chri- 


fttan, às an Engliſhman, and as a true Lover 
of my Country, tbe Monarchy, and Con- 
ſtitution; and paſſionately fond of every Li- 


berty we can poſſibly enjoy, conſiſtent with our 


Duty to God, our King, and our Country, 
And that Truth alone may prevail, I have 
endeavoured to ſet it in a fair and full 


Light, and ranged the Propoſitions in ſuch a 


Method, that the whole may be connected to- 


* gether ; and yet have placed them 6 diſtinctiy, = 


that every one in particular, and the Ar- 


guments brought to ſupport its Truth, may be 
conſidered ſeparately and a-part ; and I have 


alſo aviided every Application which might 
in the leaſt miſlead the Fudgment by influenc- 
ing the Paſſions, depending entirely on the 


Truth of what I affert ——which 1 ſhall now 


leave to the Fudgment of the Reader. 
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PROPOSITION. I. 


HERE mult bean abſolute, unlimit- 
ed and uncontroulable Power lodged 
ſomewhere in every Government. 

Pat. King, p. 93. ; 
As his Lordſhip offers no Arguments to 
prove the Truth of this Propoſition, 1t 1s 


probable he may think .it ſo evident as not 


to want any; and indeed, from the Nature 
of civil Society, it muſt appear plaia to every 
attentive Reader, who knows how to think 
cloſely on Things of this Nature, and will 
apply his Thoughts to this Subject. 

But as ſome Readers may want Leiſure, 
and others that Application which is neceſ- 
ſary to ſet this Truth in its proper Light, 
I will therefore firſt produce ſome Authori- 


ties for it, and then offer ſuch Arguments 


which, I hope, will firmly eſtabliſh its Truth. 
Dr. Sharp, the late Abp. of York expreſſes 
himſelf thus. (1) © Thar there is ſuch a- 


« Submiſſion due from all Subjects to the 


«© ſupreme Authority of the Place where: 
they live, as ſhall tie up their Hands from 


(1). Serm. 1709. P. 19. 20. 
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te oppoſing or reſiſting it by Force, is evi- 
dent from the very Nature and Ends of 


c 


—_ 


« political Society, and I dare fay there is 


not that Country upon Earth, let the 
C Form of the Government be what it will 


* 


(abſolute Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, or Com- 
mon wealth) where this is not a Part of the 
«© Conſtitution. Subjects muſt obey paſſively 


«a 


„ where they cannot obey actively, other- 
« wile Government would be precarious, 


* and the publick Peace at the Mercy of 


« every Male-content, and a Door would 


s he ſet open to all the Inſurrections, Re- 
« bellions, and Treaſons in the World.?“ 


The Biſhop of Lincoln (after Abp. of 


Canterbury,) in his Sermon before the Lords 


Zoth. Fan. 1701. has theſe Words. 


« What that Authority in every State, 


« or Country is, to which ſuch a Subjection 


C 


AN 


as I have now been ſpeaking of, is due, 


e and againſt which no Refpftance, no not 


c 


* 


to defend the 36% Cauſe, or the moſt in- 


e nocent Perſon in the World, may be uſed 


« by any of the Community, 1s a Point 
« which the municipal Laws and Conſtitu- 
te tion of every State and Country muſt de- 
© termine. But that wherever the /upreme 
« Power, or Authority is lodged, or in 
«© whomſoever it reſides — we are bound to 
« pay either an active or paſſive Obedience 


ce to it, mult either do what it requires, or 


* ſuffer what it inflicts: This is without 
"14 5 “ Con- 
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“ Controverſy the ſtanding Doctrine of 


“ Chriſtianity, and has been confirmed by 


e the Practice of the beſt. ane of all 


e Ages of the Church. LO 

Abp. Tenniſon in the Creed of Mr. Hobbs 
examined, has the following words () Woe 
ce to all Princes upon, Earth, if this Doctrine 


be true, and becometh Popular. If the 


e Multitude believes this, the Prince not 
« ar med with the Scales of the Leviathan, 


* that is, with irteſiſtible Power, gan 


© never be ſafe from the Spears and barbed 
« Irons which their Ambition and pre- 


« ſumed Intereſt will. provide, and their 
Malice will ſharpen, and their paſſionate 


« Violence throw. againſt him. If the 
© Beaſt we ſpoke. 2 come, but to know i its 


« Wherefore. ſuch. — own theſe pernicious 
& Doctrines deſtructive to all Societies of 


Men, may be ſaid to have Wolves Heads, 


«as the Laws of old were wont to ſpeak 
« .concerning + excommunicated Perſo ns, 
et and Are like thoſe ravenous Beaſts, 1 = 


1 from deſerving our Love and. Care, that 


« they ought to be deſtroyed, at.che com- 5 


: e mon Charge. 


It would be very caly t to add many r more 


Quotations, from other celebrated Writers 


to the ſame Purport; but I preſume that 
what * three Ar \rchbilhops offer will pre- 
TL 5 0 


( 8 ) 
vail as far as Authority can do to ſupport” the 
Truth of this Propoſition. 

And indeed we have here not only their 
Authority, but their Reaſons too in ſhort, 
for the Truth of what they aſſert, which 
if duly attended to, will be found to eſta- 


bliſh this Propoſition, which I will therefore 
ſtate and conſider under three diſtinct Heads 


taken from their own Words, when they 


tell us that this Truth, 

Firſt, Is evident ue the Nature and 
Ends of political Society. 

Secondly, That this is without ' RY 
verſy the Aanding Doctrine of Chriſtianity, and 
has been confirmed by the Fractice of the beſt 
foray: of all Ages of the Church.” 


Thirdly, That the contrary Poatine- 


would be to make all Government precarious, 
to open a Door to all Inſurrections, Rebellions, 


and Treaſons in the World, and would be 


1 to all Societies of Men. 
And if the Truth of this Propofition be 


evident from the Nature and End of civil 


Society and be- without Controverſy the 
ftanding Doctrine of Chriſtianity, and the 
contrary would open à Door to all Rebellions, 


and Treaſons in the World, and is deſtructive 
F all Societies, as taught by theſe three ce- 8 


jebrated Archbiſho ps; theſe ſure will be 
ſuch a threefold Cord as it is not poſſible for 
the Art of Man to break through. 


But before I enlarge 0 on theſe NEE 
Heads, 


5 "5 | 6 
ds, it may, nat; be, improper to, remind 
By 5 here, 5 tl acl have ore che to 
prove, under e e nly that 
4 


there muſt be Home gr unlimit- 


ed and uncontrou Lab. 


bar Power is Jodged, either 0 our own or 
any 10 85 Nation. 
2 come. now. to, 1 three "fever foyer) al Heads 
1 ju EN ER touch' WATT th 920 
> Archb * Ka. ich 1 ſha 
7 bens ere 48 J £ ature of = n wil 
L; ts ; and as to the firſt. 
pit eydea, Ag whereye er there N 5 
N re ſome mult, command 
5 ſome muſt obey or be 125 
otherwiſe there could . 80. 0 bly... be © 
Govgrament at. all. 5 . 
Now thofe who are to ohey.. or are Sub⸗ 
jects, are either obliged to ſubmit to the An- 
A Po 1 RE thei r Go 05 roar De 


is the Thing aſſert 
Or elſe oh 


| or oa ag Bok 1 ly, en 
chen there would be no Government at all, 
| C A? E but 
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but every Man would be independent of 


all the World, and there would be nei- 
ther Governors, nor Governed or Subjects 
—contrary to the ſuppoſed being of a Go- 


| vernment. 


And indeed it ſeems a plain known Rule, 
that wherever there is a civil Government, 
it muſt be eee and abſolute, where 
there is no civil Government ſuperior to it 


that can controul it; which is all that is 


meant to be affirmed i in this firſt Propo- 
fition. + 


Secondly, That the ſanding Doctrine of 
Chriſtianity is, to pay an active or paſſive | 


Obedience to the ſupreme Power, is ve 
plain from theſe Words of the Apoſtle. (i) 
Let every Soul be ſubect to the higher 
Powers, for there is no Power but of God: 
the Powers that be, are ordained of God. 
2. M boſoe ver therefore refifteth the Power, 


2 eth the Ordinance of God: And they i 
r refift ſhall receive to tbemſelves Dam- 


nation. 


From which Words we may certainly 


conclude that there are Ligber Powers to be 
obeyed; that thoſe Powers are ordained of 


Cd and that they that reſſt that Power, 


ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. 
But being at preſent only concerned to 
Thew that ſuch an Obedience to the Ae 


(1) 13 Rom. iſt nd zd ver. 
Power 
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Power as is mention'd in the above Propo- 
ſition, is the Doctrine of the Apoſtle, and 
conſequently the fanding Dedrineof Cbriſti- 
anity, I ſhall confine myſelf to the Proof 
of this ſingle Point. 1 
Nov that the Apoſtle here meant to teach 
Men their Duty to their Governors can 
ſurely admit of no Diſpute. „ 
And then the meaning of his Precept 
muſt be according to the natural Senſe 
of the Words that their Reſiſting the ſu- 
reme Power would be ꝝnlauful — and fo 
will eſtabliſh the Truth of the above Pro- 
poſition. i 
Or elſe, this his ſolemn Doctrine muſt 
admit of ſuch Exceptions, and Reſerves, as 
every particular Perſon ſhall think proper 
to make, when and as often as he pleaſes, 
(for there is no ſtop in Reſerves any Where 
| elſe) which would make this Doctrine, of 
this great Apoſtle of no Uſe at all, and in 
Truth no Direction at all, as ſtil] leaving 
every Man to his own Liberty in all Caſes; 
which would be attended with all the Ab- 
ſurdities, mentioned under the former Head, 
and all the pernicious Conſequences, men- 
tioned under the next Head; and be ſuch 
a groſs Impoſition on his Difciples, as is 
entirely inconſiſtent with his ſolemn in- 
troducing his Doctrine, with affirming the 
higher Powers to be the Ordinance of God, 
| C2 and 


(2 ) 41 
and thatthereforethbreſ iſting:them, would 
make them liable to Damnation, and yet at 
the ſame Time leave Liberty for every pri- 

vate Perſon to reſiſt thoſe higher Powers, 
when and as often as he thinks proper, which 
would be highly unworthy of that great 
Apoſtle to teach; and unfit for any Man of 
common Senle. to believe, and as Mr. Dodd 
after mentions, would: look like 'the blind 
Leading the blind. * 
Thirdly, As to the 2blurd hank dangerous 
Ui, Con ſequences E from the Tonmacy 
bY Opinion. Is 511] 10 1 
It̃t is evident that chang __ — Obli- 


1 gation 1n*Cdnfcience to Obey! any Govern- 

1 2 ment; for àn Obligation in Conſcience to 
. obey, muſt ariſe from an Authority ſuperior 

| to Man, or from a Man's on Conſent to 

ih bind him to ſuchi Obedience; either of 
which muſt eſtabliſh:the'Truth of the above 

3 _ Propoſition if they have any Meaning; for 
Li bi to aſſert an Obligation in Conſcience to 
jt obey, and inſiſt on a fabetty? not tobe. I 
5 Are plainly inconſiſtent. „ Hit x 
. And ſif there is no irg ill Pouer 
* which we are obligedito obey, every Man 
BD is at Liberty to refuſe Subjection When he 


plea ſes, and to ſet up any other Govern- 
ment; the Conſequence of which would be 
the Deſtruftion of a civil — and the 


UYY99 I ecour- 
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that God inſtituted Government, no M 
reaſonably diſpute. but that we are obliged 


encouraging all Diſorders, changes of Go- 


vernments and Uſurpationnss. 

. Laſtly, This Doctrine would diſſolve all 
Government, for if there is a Right reſerv'd 
to every Perſon to judge of his Governors, 
which Judgment is Superior to the Power, 


which is lodged in the whole Government, 


he may reſume that Right when he pleaſes, 


Which every other Perſon has the fame 


Right to do, which muſt conſequently 


entirely diſſolve every Government built on 


ſuch a, precarious Foundation, and all the 
Difficulties under the firſt Head, in which 
it was ſhewed there would be no Govern- 
ment at all, on thoſe Principles, will here 
equally ſheu/ there can be no Obligation 
at all to obey ſuch a Government, but every 
Man would be at Liberty to act as he 


pleas d, independant of any ſuperior Power; 
which would let in all the terrible Conſe- 


quences mentioned under this Head. 


And whatſoever, the form of Government 
is under which any Perſon lives, or from 


whatſoever Origin Government is derived, 
theſe Arguments will equally conclude, 


* —— 


That there muſt be an abſolute unlimited 
and uncontroulable Power lodg'd ſomewhere 


in every Government. 


For if we believe, according to the Bible, 
Man can 


.to 


4 | | 
to Obey that Government God himſelf has © 
renn 
Or if Government be ſuppoſed to ariſe 2 
from the Agreement of Fathers of Fami- 
lies in behalf of themſelves and their Depen- 1 


* 


dants, ſuch Agreement muſt oblige all Par- 
”  *tlesto an Obedience to auch Supreme Pow- 
94 E 
[i Or laſtly, If Government be ſuppoſed to 
1 ariſe from the Union of a free People who 
1" join to form a Government, they muft 
1 either by ſuch a compact have given up the 4 
„ natural Freedom they once had, to ſuch 
jt Government ſo contracted for, which would 4 
1 eſtabliſi the Propoſition and bind them to 

it. obey ſuch Supreme Power fo contracted 

„ Dr if at ſuch compact they do not give 
i up ſuch their pretended Rights, then there 
cannot be faid to be any ſuch Contract or 
Government; but every one of them is ſtill 
as free and independent as he was before, and 
conſequently there is no Government at all. 
And if all, or any of theſe Arguments 
if be good, they will ſufficiently prove the 
4 Thing in Diſpute; and if the Reader ſee 4 
1 theſe Arguments in the ſame light I do, the be 
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j will abundantly convince him of the Truth 
\* of this firſt ''ropoſition: CONE I 
Nor am I ſenſible that any Objecłion 

can be made, with the leaſt Appearance of 

Reaſon, to fave the former Arguments; 1 
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every Perſon may pretend he conſtantly has 
_ excepted out of all Contracts of Obedience, 


„5 ͤ 
except the imaginary reſerved Rights which 


and the pretended implied Reſervation there 


may be in the general Precept of the Apoſt- 
Jes; the former of which has been before. 
ſhewed to be deſtructive of all Government, 


and the latter to be equally. deſtructive of 


f 


the Precept of the Apoſtle. | 

But whatever theſe imaginary natural 
Rights or Liberties - of. being free- born 
Engliſhmen. may be pretended to be, I be- 
lieve it will be very difficult to prove that 
there are ſuch Things now in being in the 
World; for ſince every Child now born 
muſt owe a natural Obedience to its Parent; 
and every one born under any Government 


\ 
% 


3 muſt be ſubject to the Rules of that Go- 


vernment, therefore ſo far as every Child 
is ſubject to either of thoſe Powers, fo far 
it is, and muſt be abſolutely debarr'd from 
all ſuch imaginary natural Rights and Li- 
bermes.: 1 [in ts lf 105 01303 0 110 Ee, 

But ſince his Lordſhip is pleaſed to tell us 
(1) in forming Societies, and ſubmitting to 
Government, Men give up Part of that 
Liberty to which they are all born, and are 
all alike, and that the People (2) who had 
Original Right to the whole by the Law of 
Nature, can have the fole indefeajible 


() P. 118. (2) P. 121. 


Right 
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(60) 
Right to any Part, and really have ſuch a 
Right to that Part, which they reſerved to 


themſelves, and Mr. Bentham, and others, 


are loud for the Freedoms we have by 
Birth and the Privileges of Free- born Eng- 


Ehmen; I ſhould be extreamly glad to know 


what thoſe Rights are to which: all arg 


born and all alike, and whether Engliſh. 


men have any peculiar Privileges by-4eing 


born, Which other Nations have not; and 


which of them they have reſerved, and 
which of them they have given up? For as 


I am paſſionately fond of all the Rights and 
Liberties, I can any way juſtly Claim, and 


was undoubtedly Born, and cenſequent- 
ly entitled to my ſhare of all theſe glorious 

ights and Liberties, and am poſſitive that 
I never gave any of them up, and nat ſenſi - 


ble that I ever did any Act to forfeit ſuch 


my Rights, and ſure I could not unknowing- 


I ſhould therefore be exceedingly pleas d 


to ſee a Bill of theſe our Natural Rights, to 
which a!! are entitled, and of 'thoſe of vs 


Free- born Engliſhmen, for until. theſe Privi- 


leges are declared and eſtabliſhed by ſome 
Act of the Legiſlator, whatever theſe Gen- 


tlemen are pleaſed to ſay, I ſhould not ven- 


ture to claim theſe Natural and Engliſb mens 


Rights, leaſt the Paw of the Law of the 


Land ſhould ſeize me for acting according 
to this Law and Right of Nature. And 


how 


— 


r 8 223 3 


EY 


3 


(7 
ho hard would be our Fate, to have ſuch 
Rights and Liberties by Nature, and thoſe 
| indefeaſible too, and yet, to be carried to 
the Gallows by the Law of the Land, ſhould 
we ſeize on ſuch Parts of property, Power, | 
and Rights, this ſame Law of Nature is 
4 faid to entitle us too. 
Is then this ſo much boaſted of Caw of | 
9898 4 England inconſiſtent with the Rights we 

have by Nature and as Engliſhmen, or can 
that Law which is ſaid to be founded on 
as Reaſon and Part of the Law of Nature, be 
d directly contrary both to Reaſon and the 
d FX Law:ofiNarure} \-: | 
Or have we not rather Reaſon to ſuſpect 


65 9 | 
as that tlio' theſe Gentlemen ſpeak of Rights 
at _ andLiberties by Nature, yet thy know not” 
i- © what thoſe. Rights and Liberties are, how 
h woe came by them, or which of - them have 
deen given up, and which reſeryv'd; and 
make a Noiſe. about the Privileges of 


d _ free-born Enz liſomen, as if being born here 
1 gave us a different Natural Right from being 
ws born in any other Nation, or as if being an 
i- ' Engliſhman gave him ſome Privileges i incon- 
- fiſtent with the Laws of his Country, ſince 
the Engliſb Law declares. there are no ſuch 
of 2 Rights and Liberties, for that tells 
us: there is, a natural Allegiance, due by 
Birth to the Government. 
For if there be a natural Allegiance owing 
| from _— Engl Þman by Birth to the 
4 Government, 


KR „ £6 


EE N ͤͤ OR 


(18) 
Government, and ſuch an Allegiance as no 
ſuch Subject can trangſer to any other Go- 
vernment, ſuch an Obligation is a full Con- 
futation of all the imaginary Natural Rights 


all Men are ſaid to be (equally entitled to, 


as well as to thoſe Privileges which, I ſup- 
poſe, theſe ſort of Gentlemen generally mean 
when they ſpeak of their being free-born 
Engliſhmen, that is, that they are the Ori- 
ginal of all Power by Nature, and that 


their Governors have none but what they 
der ive from them, which cannot be true if 


there be a Natural Allegiance due from 


them to, and which they cannot transfer 


from, the Government, rn. 
Now khat there is ſuch a natural Alle- 
pany due from every Perſon, will appear 


y the Account Lord Coke gives us. of it, 


GENTE. ↄ⁵² mn reentg 
_ © Ligeance is true and faithful Obedience 
of the Subject due to his Sovereign, and. 


it by Birthright, and it is due by the Law 
of Nature, which is Part of the Laws of 
England, and is immutable, and cannot 
be changed, and due to the natural Per- 
fon of the - King, and is not due to the 
politick Capacity only, that is, to the 
Crown or Kingdom, diſtinct from his 
. min 72.297 63 


A. 


) bee © executing 


. inſeparable to every Subject, for he oweth 


This is agreeable; to the antient and 
modern Laws and Lawyers, and tbe Jate. 
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09 ) 
executing the Seamen taken. in the Spaniſh 
Ships, who were not charged with endeas 


vouring to bring in the Pretender, but only 


for fighting, in the Ship of an Enemy againſt 
their natural Allegiance; which not only 
ſhews that this is the Senſe of the Law and 
Lawyers now—: but that a Subject cannot 


transfer this Allegiance; for theſe Seamen 


had done that as far as they could; and indeed 
if Allegiance could be transferred by the 


People, it might be transferred every Hour. 


And if there be ſuch. an Allegiance due 
from the Subjects, and which they cannot 
transfer, this will alſo eſtabliſh the Truth 
of the above Propoſitioꝶ; n. 

But as Caſes argued, and determined; 
generally make a much deeper Impreſſion 
than the cloſeſt reaſoning alone; I ſhall here 
mention what has paſs'd . betwixt King 
Fames, and the Dutch, in the Vear 1688, 
(I) when he recalled ſome of his: Subjects 
out of the Service. of the States, which 


1 at firſt retuſed for three Reaſous, 10 


Firſt, That there is Nothing ſo. agreeable 
10 Nature, as, that he who was born tree, 


0 ſhould have the Right, and Liberty to ſettle 
- himſelf where ever: he ſhould thidk ĩt the 


moſt advantageous for him -- 
Secondly, And that it was in his 8 
to be naturalized, and become a Subject to 


5 
Wo) The Life of ame; IId. late irg of England, 2d edit. 
Lud. 1 . 
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them under whoſe ſovereignty he Knie 
his Perſon. 


(26) 


Thirdly, That the * receiving 


kim; thereby acquired over him the ſame 
| Right it had over:its Own proper and natu- 


ral Subjects. 
The Kings Ambethdor reply'd, 
That this pretended natural Liberty, 


| could not ſubſiſt after that Dominion and 


Obedience had been introduced; ſo that the 


Rights of Sovereignty, and Obedience, 


were then only to be conſidered ; and that 


in Virtue of theſe Rights, it had been the 
common Opinion in all Times, that no 
| King's natural Subjects could withdraw 
Himſelf from the Obedience he owed his 


lawful Prince. Kings of Great Britain 
had uſually done this — andiliꝭ Capitula- 
tion was ſo. They at laſt conſented to per- 
mit them to return. — - 

So that on the whole, the Truth of the 
above Propoſition is evident from the : Law 


of Nature, from the poſitive Authority of 


Scripture, from the abſurd and pernicious 
Conſequences which would flow from the 


contrary Doctrine, from the antient and 
preſent Law of the Land, and from the 


Law of Nations. | 
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PRO POSITION HI. 


, JT 15 not 'lawful to reſiſt ſuch a ſupreme 
1 Power, on any Pretencewhatſoever. 
3. © © This ſeems plainly to follow from the for- 
ö mauer Propoſition, and the Arguments offer d 
- for the Truth of that, will equally con- 
; - clude for the Truth of this; for if the Su- 
8 preme Power be uncontroulubie, and unlimità 
J "ed, it muſt de m cf TED 
* Hcoweyer I will here alſo purſue my for- 
mer Method, and firſt produce a few Au- 
thorities for it, and then cloſe this Head 
with a few Words on this Subject. 
No the Authority of the three Abps. 
quoted under the former Propoſition, Will 
be equally concluſive as to this; and Sir 
Simon Harcourt, at Dr. Sacheverel's Trial (1) 
mentions three Abps. and eleven Biſhops, 
who had preached this Doctrine ſince the 
Revolution, which may be eaſily ſeen there; 
to which I ſhall only add the Authority of 
ſome of thofe on both Sides concerned in 
that Trial. | 
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(22) 


Bus, 1) Abd Without Doubt 


with him in this, that *tis utterly unlawful 


to reſiſt the preme Power, —Andagain(2) 
I ſhall endeavour to ſatisfy your Lordſhips, 
Firſt, That the Doctors Aﬀertion of the 
 dllegality if Refiftance ta the ſupreme Power 
on any Pretence whatſoever, in general 
Terms, without expreſſing any Exception, 


or that any Exception is to be made, is 
warranted by the Authority of the Church 
of England; and Secondly, that this Man- 
ner of Expreſſion is agreeable to the Law 


of the Land. — Again, that your Lordſhips 
may not think this Doctrine died at the 


E & * & @- #@4 


4 ,23,408 

© 2. 1. 55 
(1) Sacbeverels Triad, P. 139. (2) F. 123. () P. 125. 
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your Lordfhips; and aff Perbns will concur 


(23) i 
theſe great Men he tells us, (+) ſpeaking ak 


the Revolution, that had his Pupil been then 
concerned and diſſenting, yet had he been 


« of the Minority, you mult from the Na- 
ce ture of civil Society, have acquieſced in, 
« if not joined in, ſupporting a Reſolution 
« which, when finally pals'd;, mult be taken 
&« for the Reſolution of the whole“ — For 
certainly there have been ſeveral Majorities 
which have eſtabliſhed the Doctrine of. not 
Reſiſting the ſupreme Power, as may be 
ſeen in the Acts cited above. | 
Thus much for the Authority of Goſpel 


and Law, taken from the moſt eminent of 


both Profeſſions, offered at a Time, ſo far 
from being favourable. to the Truth here 
laid down, that we are told by ſome of the 


: | 5 5 
then Managers, that it was their Intent to 


fix a Brand or- Mark of Infamy on it, but 


they miſcarried in that their Attempt, and 
left this Matter juſt where they found it; 


only made it more public by the numerous 


Authorities produced in its behalf, collected 
from the mot. eminent Divines, and the 


ſtanding Laws of the Land. 


Ls 


And indeed to ſay the ſupreme Power may 


-< 


be reſiſted, is to fay that it is not the /u- 


prem: Power, but that there is another 
Power ſuperior to this /apreme Power, and 


(1) Letter to a young Gent, p. 19. 


may 


ff 
may controul it, which is a manifeſt Con- 
tradiction, for then it would not be the /#- 
And as to naming Reſerves, or Excep- r- 
tions, they can have no Place in this Caſe, 1 
and they were before ſhewed both to deſtroy © 
all Authority and Government, and to ren- 
der the Precept of the Apoſtle yain and 
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PROPOSIT ION II. 


| 1 The Laws of every Country muſt be the Rule 
4 of the Subject 8 Obedience. ; 


10 . in my former Method, 
the Words of Archbiſhop Shar, 
A are ſo very expreſſive of the Senſe 
of this Propoſition, that I ſhall take the Li- 
berty to repeat Part of them. 
4s the Laws of the Land are the Mea- 
2 © ſures of our Active Obedience, ſo are alſo 
t the ſame Laws the Meaſures of our Sub- 
miſſion, and as we are not bound to 
1 * Obey but where Laws. and Conſtitution 
require our Obedience, ſo neither are we 
bound to ſubmit, but as the Laws and ; 
Conſtitution do require our ſubmiſſion.” 
The before quoted Paſſage from the Bi- 
MF ſhop of Lincoln is much to the ſame Purpoſe. 
And Mr. Dodd, one of Dr. Sacheverells 
Council ſays, we agree the Law of the 
Land is the Meaſure of the Princes Autho- 
rity and the People's Right. 

And Mr. Brown, in his Poſthumous 1s Di 
courſe lately publiſhed, lays, P. 60. 
The whole of the Controverſy runs into 
= E | i this 


timents of all but thoſe, who are ſo loud 7 
for Liberties and Law, that to Queſtion 


what they really do mean, or not meaning 


quently his Obligation to Obedience muſt 


paſſively to its Authority, when it requires 


5 | ( 26 y 9 
* this Queſtion, what our Laws and Con- 
< ſtitution allows,” 3 4 


So that here we have the concurring Sen- 


their agreeing to the Truth of this Propo- 
ſition, would be to Queſtion their Honeſty 
or Underſtanding, as either not knowing 


what they profeſss. 

And as all ſides ſeem to concur in admit- 
ing the Trath of this Propoſition, there will 
be the leſs Occaſion to mention or offer 
much about it, and therefore I ſhall-only 
_—_— :: ::: i SEW es 

That as all Obligation muſt ariſe from 
one Law or other, fo where there is no 
Law to direct, every Perſon muſt be at 
Liberty to act as he ſees proper, and conſe- 


ariſe from, and be directed by, that Law, 
which has a right to exact his active Obedi- 
ence to its Command, if it require what is 
lawful for the Subject to do, and to ſubmit 


what he thinks it unlaw ful actively to obey. 


- "OSD 
"4 
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Particular Forms of Government may be al- 


ter'd, by the conſent of all intereſted. 


HE Truth of this Propoſition wall 

p I preſume require very little Proof, 
; it being agreeable to the avowed 
Principles of 939 in 1000 through the whole 


IS. 
38 


3 4 
Wh. 


Nation, and can be only oppos'd by a very 
few, who have imbib'd the Notion of Mo- 
narchy being of divine Inſtitution, and con- 


ſequently unalterable, few of whom will Ob- 


ject to the above Propoſition when throughly 
explained and rightly underſtood, ſince by 
this Propoſition the Right of every one Inte- 
reſted muſt ſtill ſubſiſt, unleſs granted away, 
or given up by thoſe who have Authority or 


© Right fo to grant it away or give it up. 
A4 s in the Caſe of the Bill of Excluſion of 
the Duke of York, mention'd in theſe fa- 
mous Letters, (1) his Lordſhip tells us that 


the Duke's Enemies thought he had by the. 
Conſtitution ſuch a Right as Heir apparent 


2 
5 


of the Crown, that it was neceſſary to have 
4 Law to barr that Right, which Bill not 
paſſing, his Right ſtill ſubſiſted, and he 


(1) P. 168. 


1 e 


( 23 ) 


after came quietly to the Throne, and hi: 
Right to it was acknowledged by all the 7. 
World; and his Lordſhip's Arguments will 


have equal Force in the like Caſe of every 
Heir apparent to the Crown, whoſe Right 
to it is not legally barr d. 3535 
But had the whole Legiſlator than paſſed 
that Act, I preſume there would have been 
very few who would have diſputed its Le- 
gality, eſpecially if the Duke of Yort him- 
ſelf bad joined in the Act, I cannot ſee 
why there ſhould have been any non- com- 
pliers ſince the Law Maxim here ſeems ma- 
nifeſtly to take Place. | 


(i) Quiliber; poteft renunciare juri pro ſo 


mntrodudto. 1 
Every Man may renounce his own Right. 


Which will be farther confirmed, by the 


_ Opinion of ſome of thoſe Gentlemen, who 


have been thought to carry this Matter to 


the higheſt pitch it will bear. 


But if this Objection may be made to the 


neareſt Friends of the Monarchy, the ſame 
Objection is equally of Force againſt the 
Aﬀerters of an ndefeafible Right in the 


People, for if all Original Right of Power 7 


be in them, and no Act they can do can 


deprive them of it, or barr that Right as F 


ſome are pleaſed to afſert, thin no Govern- 
ment can be made J1rref/tible, contrary to 
the firſt and ſecond Propoſitions where the 
falſeneſs and abſurdity of this Opinion are 
fully conſidered. 7 l 
) Co. L. 99. a 
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(29) 


Method, and firſt produce ſome Authorities, 
and then offer a few Words in proof of this 


Propoſition. And Dr. Blacꝶball, late Biſhop- 


of Exeter, (1) has theſe Words I think 
< it is evident that no Change or Alteration 
© of the Form of Government, from one 
* ſort to another, is in itſelf unlawtul to be 
made, provided it be made. by thoſe who 
© have Power to make it, that 1s by the 
Government itſelf, I mean by him or 
* them who for the Time being have the 
Sovereign Power in their Hands.” 
And The very attempting the Bill of ex- 
cluſion is a ſufficient Proof of the Opinion 
of thoſe concern'd for it, that it would have 
barred the then Duke of Tors Right; and 
it can be no News to the Reader to ſay 
there are great Numbers of Perſons now 
for a Common-wealth, as ſoon as it can be 
compaſſed, whoſe Opinions of the lawful- 
neſs of ſuch an Alteration, can admit of no 
Diſpute, and to quote Authorities for theſe 
plain Facts ſeem entirely unneceſſary. - 
The only Perſons therefore whoſe Prin- 
ciples or Opinions may feem to oppoſe 
this Propoſition are the Nonjurors, and there- 
fore I {hall produce the Opinion of two of 
the moſt conſiderable of them. Mr. Leſlie, 
whole Character is very well known, tells us 
none are obliged to aſſert a Right that is 


not- 


However I will here proceed in the ſame 


(1) Sermon. 1709, on Prov. xxiv, 21 called Subjects Duty. P. 9. 
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CRE 
not claimed, much leſs a Right that is diſ- 
claimed or given up. _ . | 
And Mr. Brown, in the before mentioned 
Il Treatiſe tells us, (1) It is lawful for a King 
Wl de Jure, to recede from his own Right, to | 
0 the preſent Poſſeſſor of the Crown, and to 
give way by his own Conſent, that the Al- 
legiance of the Nation be continued to the 
King de Facto for his Life; and P. 92. He 
argues that the People, by the Parliament, 
may make the Crown Hereditary; and cites 
Ja. I. that they have undoubtedly done 
ſo. And by parity of Reaſon we may con- 
clude, that, by the conſent of all Intereſted, 
the Power of the Crown may be altered 
leflen'd or varied. 7 15! 
Theſe Authorities will be ſuſficient to 
ſhew, the general Opinion of all Parties to 
be agreeable to the Propoſition here men- 
V oe no ly POW 
And indeed the Sentiments and Conduct 
of all Ages, ſeem fully to prove the Truth 
of the above Propoſition. --- For that there 
have been great Changes in our Conſtitu- 
tion, can admit of no Diſpute, and that ſuch 
general Changes, Alterations, or Explana- 
tions, or Laws of the Conſtitution, have 
been allowed as Right. For who now 
doubts or queſtions the Rights and Privi- 
leges of the Houſe of Commons, in give- 
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"(31 ) 
ing our Money, and yet every one who 
knows any Thing of our Conſtitution muſt 


know theſe their Privileges have been from 


Time to Time increaſed, and are now 
fiemly eſtoblaſhed. t. 
Again, that a great Addition was made 


to the Liberties and Eaſe ot the People; 


at the Reſtoration, by King Charles, the 2d's 
giving up the Court of Wards, is not to 
be denied ; and yet I donot believe that the 
warmeſt Advocates for the Crown, Queſtion 


the Legality of the Thing, or would wiſh 


to ſee thole Tenures Reftor'd; for the 
Freedom from which Bondage we ought-to 


be thankful to the Family of the Stuarts. 


And on the other Side, what the whole 


Legiſlative Power, in as ſolemn a Manner as 


poſſible, declared and enacted at the coming 
in of King James the I. will be ſeen under 
the ſeventh Propoſition. And at the Re- 
ſtoration of King Charles the II. the Words 
of (12, C.; +6236) ar; ann be it 
* hereby declared that by the undoubted and 
« fundinental Laws of this Kingdom, neither 


the Peers of this Realm, nor the Com- 


© mons, ndboth together in Parliament, 
* or out of Parliament, nor the People col- 
* lechively or repreſentatively, or any other 
* Perſon whatſoever ever had, hath, or ought 


to have, any coercive Power over the Per- 


ſomof the Kings of this Realm.” Which 
Acts ſeem todetermine allDiſputes about the 
| g Crown 


\ 


x Ea — 
— . ˙ cpa 


3 (32) 
Crown being Hereditary, and that it was 
not {awful to reſiſt the King on any pre- 
tence whatſoever; and equally to conchude 
and bind the then People and their Deſ- 

cendants, as the former Acts bound the 
Crown and their Succeſſors to it: The 
ſame Reaſon is equally applicable to 
both, and if the conſent of all Intereſted A 
cannot bind both the Parties conſenting, © 
and thoſe claiming under them, it will 
bring us back to the Deſtruction of al! 
_ Government, and all the Abſurdities and 
Confufions mentioned and conſidered under =} 
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J ſhall here purſue the ſame Method 1 
1 I did before, and therefore, firſt produce 
= @ ſome Authorities for the Preference of 
Mona rchy; and as Lord B - es is: one 
of che laſt Books on the Subject, and is ſaid 
to have very great Weight in ſeveral In- 
ſtances, I hope his Authority will be as 
> prevalent here; eſpecially as his Opinion in 
this Caſe, is likewiſe ſupported by ſome 
very good Reaſons. And he ſays (i) T 
eſteem Monarchy ahove any other Form of 
= Government, . and Hereditary ;\Monarchy, 
above Elective. And again, (2) “ Among 
many Reaſons which detrermin me to pre- 
e fer Monarchy, to every other Form of 
SGovernment, this is a principal one It 
may be more eaſily and more uſefully 
( tempered with Ariſtocracy, or Demo- 
XZ © cracy, or boch, than either of them; 
ben they are the eſſential Forms, can be 
( tempered with Monarchy, and the true 
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e Form of our Government will demon- 
ce ſtrate this without ſeeking any other Ex- 
h ĩ ²ĩ˙ b—A—X—x—x ·˙⁰ tn 
And again, (1) © This I preſume to /ay 
e and can demonſtrate, that a/! the Limi- 
<« tations neceſſary to preſerve Liberty, as 


e long as the Spirit of it ſubſiſts, and lon- 


« ger than that, no Limitations of Mo- 
© narchy, nor any other Form of Govern- 


«© ment, can preſerve it, are compatible with 


Monarchy.” + 

- And one Advantage Monarchy certainly 
has over other Forms of Government, is 
that it is free from thoſe terrible Convulſi- 
ons which often happen, when coordinate 
Powers ſtruggle for Superiority ; or equals, 
in Republicks to gain the Aſcendant over 
their Rivals in Power; ſuch was the pre. 
tended Struggle in our late civil Wars, and 
ſuch the fatal Conteſts betwixt Marius and 
Cylla, and that between Cz/ar and Pompey. 
All which ſeem very political Reaſons, for 


the Preference of Monarehy, to which we 


may farther add, that Monarchy has long 
been eſtabliſhed and approved amongſt us, 
and that if we look back into all Hiſtory, 
the higher we go, the more plainly it ap- 
pears, that Monarchy was the then Govern- 
ment of the whole World, which is a ſtron 

Proof, both of its being the firſt, and alſo 


(1) P, 96; 


then 
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then thought the beſt Sort of Government; 

and if we will but admit the Chriſtian 

Scheme into our Engliſh Politicks, we ſhall 
certainly there find that Government was of 
divine Inſtitution, and Monarchy the firſt 

Government; and the firſt Man the firſt 

Monarch, and that all his Deſcendants 

would be his natural born Subjects, was 


divine Inſtitution out of the Caſe: But 
that if we exclude divine Inſtitution, and 
> paternal Authority out of the Caſe, it 
will be hard to ſupport the Authority of 
any Government over the Lives, Liberties, 
and Properties, of the People. ifs 
| So that here we ſeem to have the Pre- 
! ference of Reaſon, the Advantage of Ex- 
perience, the general Practice of Mankind, 
the Antiquity of its Origin, the Law of 
k the Land, the Law of Nature, and the Law 
ok God; all concurring in preferring the 
3 Excellency of Monarchy, 1 
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* PROPOSITION VI. 


17 Hereditary Monarchy is the beſt Sort of 
4 tein 4 Monarchy. 


8 this ſeems almoſt naturally to fol- 

low, from the Truth of the laſt 

Propoſition being admitted, I ſhall 

have the leſs Occaſion to ſay mucli in Sup- 

port of this Propoſition; and indeed the 

Authority of this noble Lord, and the Rea- 

ſon he gives, ſeems ſufficient to fix this 

Point; who ſays, . 

As I think a limited Monarchy the beſt of 

Governments, ſo I think an Hereditary Mo- 
narchy, the beſt of Monarchies. P. 91. 

& For there are but two Ways of con- 

« tinuing a Monarchy, either by an Here- 

* ditary Succeſſion, or by electing a King 

at every Vacancy. On which his Lord- 

ſhip expreſfes himſelf thus.— ** In Prac- 

& tice, nothing can be more abſurd, than 

e to have a King to chooſe at every Va- 

e cancy of a Throne“ And a little after 

adds In another Reſpe& the Advan- 

tage is. entirely on the Side of Heredi- 

T « tary 


2 2 
125 
Fs 
WF; 
7 
9 
is 
= 
I 
BY 
1 
8 
* 
N 
bo 
6 
- 
52 
HY 
x 4 
* 
2 
1 
1 
3 
9 
I 
5M 
2 
4 w 
7 0 
* 
j 
885 0-8 
FI. 
88. 
5 : 
1 
1 
1 
EAT. 
OWE 
S032» 
* 
93 
3 
* A 
#6 
8 
$544 
Wa 
e 
g 8 
C 1 $ 
> 4 
Bo '/ 
3 
«45 
24 
1 5 
2 
4 
x 
20 
p IJ 
— 
* . 
8 
34 
2 * 
; 
} 1 
8 
is | 
N 
— $4 
> 
"| 
. == 
4% 
2 
I 
1 
— i 
* 
i 
« 8 
5 
8 
— WP 
2 
2 
1 Y 
2 
F 
85 
5 F 1 
He. 
8 
5 


A 
<« tary Succeſſion, for in elective Monar- 
« chies, theſe Elections whether well, or 
ce ill made, are often attended with ſuch 


K 


<« national Calamities, that even the beſt 


« Reigns cannot make amends for; where- 
« as in Hereditary Monarchy, whether a 
« good or bad Prince ſucceeds, theſe Ca- 


cc ]amities are avoided. There is one Source 


« of Evil the leſs open; and one Source 
&© of Evil the leſs in human Affairs, where 
« there are ſo many, is ſufficient to decide,” 
P. 89, 90. | 


Beſides in Ele&:ve Monarchies, the gene- 


ral Intereſt is commonly ſacrificed to the 
private good of the King, or the railing his 


Family or Friends, knowing the Advan- 
tage to ceaſe when the Life drops, where- 
as thoſe whoſe Eſtates are laſting to their 


Families, are better taken Care of in all 
Stations, from the Prince, to the Plowman 


for who is fond of building, or beautify- 
ing, what he is ſure thoſe he has the moſt 


tender Regard for never muſt enjoy ? Or 
who improves thoſe Farms, with Spirit, 
or Induſtry, which he knows mutt quickly 
be taken from his neareſt Relations for 


ever? And the ſame. Reaſoning may in a 


great Meaſure be applied to every other 
beneficial Article of ſo precarious a Tenure 


or Title, to an Eſtate, or a Kingdom. 
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PROPOSITION vn. 


The Monarchy of England has long been 
, 1155, un > Eos 


r | THAT we have had a Monarchy in 
England, Time out of Mind with» 
cut Interruption (except in the 
grand Rebellion) is out of Diſpute. — And 
indeed all ſeem to agree that it has been 
Hereditary, in the ordinary Courſe; only 
ſome would have it in the Power of the 
Eſtates of the Realm, to exclude him, 
who has the next Right of Succeſſion, and 
elect another in his Place - which laſt is the 
Opinion of the Feſuits, and many of the 
Whigs and moſt of the Presbyterians. | 
And that the Conſtitution conveyed the 
Crown by Hereditary Right, in the ſame 
Family, during the Conteſts betwixt the 
York and Lancaſter Families, both pretend- 
ing in every Conteſt to have this Right on 
„N is truly aſſerted by his Lordſhip. P. 
But not to enter into unneceſſary Diſ- 
putes, about the ſeveral Breaches in this 
Succeſſion, I ſhall principally reſt the Truth 


of 


EF - 
of this Propoſition on the Act of 1 Fac. r. 
called the Act of Recognition, which is in 


theſe Words, 


« We in moſt humble and lowly Man- 
ce ner, beſeech your moſt excellent Majeſty, 


« that, as a Memorial to all Poſterity, it 
e may be publiſhed, declared, and enacted, 
« that we, being bound thereunto by the 
«© Laws of God, and Man, do with un- 
e ſpeakable Joy recognize, and acknow- 
ledge, that immediately upon the Diſſo- 
lution, and Deceaſe, of Queen Eligabetb, 
te the Imperial Crown of the Realm of 
& England, &c. did by inherent Birth-right, 
& and lawful and e, Succeſſion, de- 


A = 


K 


c 


* 


« ſcend and come unto your moſt excellent 


* Majeſty, as being lineally, juſtly, and 
„ lawfully next and ſole Heir of the Blood 
« royal of this Realm. And to this Recog- 
« nition, we do moſt humbly and fauhtull 

* ſubmit and oblige ourſelves and our Poſ. 
ce terities for ever, until the laſt Drop of 
* our Blood be ſpilt.— On which Mr. 


p OY A 


wy 
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**© Brown has theſe Words . 

.) And this ſure muſt imply their utter 
difclaiming of any Power in the Eſtates of 
the Realm, to ſet aſide the next lineal, juſt, 
and Jawful Heir to the Crown, by their 
Election of any other Perſon. _ | 
Now 
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Now whatever Diſputes, Per lexities, 
or Doubts; might have ariſen before this 


Time, before this Act of the whole Legiſ- 


lature, muſt, by the fourth Propoſition, for 
the future, eſtabliſh the Hereditar Right of 


the Crown of England, in the Family of 


the Stuarts; and to uſe the Words of "he 
beforenamed Mr. Brown, (1) muſt im- 
ply their utter diſclaiming of any Power 
in the Eſtates of the Realm, to ſet alide 


the next lineal, juſt, and /awful Heir of the 


Crown, by their Election of any other 
Perſon. Which is farther confirmed by 
the known Maxim and Rules of Law, that 


the King never dyes, and that there is no 


inter- regnum in our Hereditary Kingdom, 
that on the Demiſe of the rightful Heredi- 
tary King, the Crown and Realm immedi- 
jon S deſcend unto, and are actually veſted 
in 1 Perſon, and Poſſeſſion of 1 right 


Treaſon to attempt any Thing againſt his 
Perſon, or royal Authorit before his Co- 
ronation.— All which is ſo well known to 


be Law, that I think it unneceſſary here to 
give particular Proofs of it, aj a Caſe 


or two aftermention'd, and I think this 
Point ſo clear by what is here mentioned, 
that I ſhall only add what his Lordſhip 


{1} f. 


/ ſays 


Heir, before he be either actually pro- 
chaimed or crown'd, and that it is high . 
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(41) 
fays at the Bill of Excluſion, on wich 
Occaſion he tells us, (169) „That the 
Right of that Prince, (the Duke of Dog 
« after K. James the 2d) to the Crown, 
« was not diſputed. His Divine Right 
indeed - as not much regarded; but 
4 his. Right by the Conſtitution, his legal 
© Right. was ſufficiently owned by thoſe 
= - *© Who infi ed on @ L.9W.a5 neceſſary fo barr- 
W- 

Which evidently 88 as his Lordſhip! 
argues, that the greateſt Enemies of the 
Hole of Stuart, then thought the Heir 
apparent of the Crown, had ſuch a legal 
Right veſted in him, as nothing but an Act 
of the whole Legiſlative Power could barr. 

Hence alſo it appears that the Legiſlative 
Power, could alter the Form of Govern- 
ment, which both confirms the fourth Pro- 
poſition, and alſo the Conſequence drawn un- 
der this Propoſition, that the Hereditary: 
Rijzht of the Family of S:uart, conſequently” 
was eſtabliſhed, by the 1 Fac. 15 bend 
Contradiction. 

I ſhall only farther add under this Head, 
whar paſſed at the Convention, which: none 
can think was favourable to the Stuart 
Family, for even then at the Conference 
about the Abdication, it ſeems agreed both 
by the Lords and the Commons, amongſt 
orher Things, 
G 1 That 


; (.42.) 
1. That by the Conſtitution of the Go- 
vernment, the Monarchy is Hereditary. 
At which Conference, 
The Biſhop of Ely inſiſted much on the 


Argument of the Eſtabliſhment of the Suc- 


ceſſion, by the Statutes of Q. Elizabeth, 
and 1 K. James. which obliged, till altered 
by the Legiſlative Power, which ſingly, or 
jointly, without the Royal Aſſent he ſup- 
poſes they did not pretend to. 
The Earl of Clarendon ſaid — truly I 
think no Act of ours, can alter the lineal 
Succeſſion, for by all the Laws we have 


now in being, our Government appeared 


to be Hereditary, in a right Line of deſcent: 
And upon any Deſcent, when any one 


ceaſeth to be King, Allegiance is by Law, 


due to the legal Heirs, as well before Coro- 

nation as after. And again, 
I take this Government, by all our Laws, 

to be Hereditary Monarchy, an to go 


in Succeſſion, by Inheritance, in the Royal 


Line. | 

Sir Thomas Littleton owned — our Go- 
vernment has been always taken to be He- 
reditary, and fo declared when there has 
been Occaſion to make Proviſion, otherwitc 
than in the direct Line. The Ear! of Pen. 
broke ſaid — The Laws made, are cer- 
tainly Part of the original Contract, and 
by the Laws made, which eſt bliſn he 
Oath of Allegiance, and Supremacy, 
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(43) 


are tied up to keep in the Hereditary Line, 


being ſworn to be true and faithful to the 
King, bis Heirs and Succeſſors. . 


* 


Te Earl of Notringbam faid — On your 
Part you have declared, that you do ac- 
knowledge the Monarchy 1s Hereditary, 
and ſucceſſive, in the right Line; then 1 
cannot ſee how ſuch an Acknowledgment 
conſiſts with the Reaſons you give for your 
Vacaacy ; for I cannot imagin how a King- 
dom can be an Hereditary Kingdom, and 
that King who hath Children now in being 
(at the Time of his forſak ing the Govern- 
ment) can have the Throne vacant, both 
of him and his Children, the Courſe of 


Inheritance, as to the Crown of England, 


is by our Law a great deal better provided 
for, and runs ſtronger in the Right Line of 
Birth, than of any other Inheritance, no 
Attainder barrs the Heir, — "©, © 

I deſire firſt to know, whether the Lords 


* 


and Commons, have Power by themſelves 


to make a binding Act, or Law? And then 
I defire to know whether according to our 
ancient legal Conſtitution, every King of 
England, by being ſeated on the Throne, 
and poſſeſſed of the Crown, is not thereby 
King to himand his Heirs; and without an 
Act of Parliament (which we alone cannot 
make) I know not what Determination we 
can make of his Eſtate. -— © And again, no 
* Act of the King alone can barr or de- 

. « ſtrov, 


„ | 
« ſtroy, the Right of his Heirs, to the 


” 


4 Crown, and therefore in Anſwer to the 


ce third Reaſon, alledged by the Houſe of 
Commons, if the Throne be vacant of 
“King James the ſecond, Allegiance is due 
© to ſuch Perſons as the Right of Succeſſion 
a. % 

And when this great Point came to be 
_ voted, there were but 51 Lords for, and 49 
againſt the Prince of Orange's being made 


King; ſo far was the Nation from being 


unanimous in that Affair, as is generally re- 
Preſented, and the Abp. of Canterbury, 
who was firm to King Fames's Intereſt, 
would never come to the Convention as 
thinking it unlawful. ET, 

However wc may ſurely hence conclude 
that if 51, againſt 49, could carry and 
eſtabliſh ſo important a Point, the undoubt- 
ed Act of the whole Legiſlature paſſing the 
Act of x Fac. 1: and 12 C5. ., C. 30. 
muſt be concluſive and bind both the Parties 
thereto and all thoſe that came after them 
as long as thoſe Acts continued in Force. 
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PROP 0 8 ITION VII 


'The Hereditary Monarchy of England Was 
Irrej, /tible. 


N DER this Head I ſhall gt make 
uſe of two Authorities of very di- 
ferent kinds, both Perſons of very 


diſling uiſhed Abilities, the late learned Bi- 
ſhop WEE and the before-named cele- 
{ns Mr. 'Brown, who allo give us 
ſtrong Reaſons to make good the Truth of 


the above Propoſition. 
The former of whom in his Sermon, 


before the Houſe of Commons the 3 otb of 
N 1705, fays, This is the true 


Foundation of that common Axiom, the 


King can do no wrong, becauſe there 


is no Right, no Remedy againſt his 


mon he ſays, it was declarative of our 
Original Conſtitution (which one would 
think ſhould be the Orig nal Contract, 
unleſs the Original Contract and the Origi- 
nal Conſtitution differ * that our Legiſla- 
ture upon Occaſion of this Day, would 
have it expreſſed, that by the undoubt- 
ed and fundamental Laws of this King- 


& 


F Theſe Words are M.. Pfipp's. 
dom 


Royal Perſon; and in the ſame Ser- 
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(46) 
* dom, neither the Peers, of this Realm, 
© nor the Commons, nor both together in 
© Parliament, or out of Parliament, nor, the 
people collectively, or reprefentively, nor 
any other Perſons whatſoever, ever had, 


have or ought to have, any Coercive 


Power over the Perſons of the Kings of 
this Realm, — and I think it is evident 


Ba that where there can be no Coercive 
Power, there cannot be any Reſiſtence. (1) 


And it is upon the above cited Act that 


Mr. Brown founds his reaſoning in the be- 
fore mentioned excellent Diſcourſe, for after 
citing 13 C 2, c 6. 14 C, c 3, he argues 
thus, (2) © which therefore utterly diveſts 


the Eſtates of the Realm of any Power of 
Rejiſting the King from thenceforth, ſup- 


poſing that they might have had ſuch a 


Power by the Conſtitution before, tho? 
© the ſame Act declares this to be, and ever 
fo have been the fundamental Law of this 
© Realm,” and after adds, 
Neither can this be evaded by ſayin 
© that, that Parliament had no Authorit 
to give away the Pœwer of the People, to 


refit a King, that ſhould invade their 


* Rights and Liberties. For firſt, they gave 
away a Power which is ſuppoſed to be 


<* lodged in them, and not in the People. 
"4 Secondly, The whole Nation may be ſaid to 


(1) Dr. Sacheverel's Trial, P. 145. (2) P. gr. 
| have 
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(47) 
c ape confirmed and ratified their AQ, i in 


© 25 much as every Perſon in the Church, 


the Militia and Corporations, has for 0 


« many Years ſince, {worn to or ſubſcribed 
the Declaration enacted by their vtatutes. 
« That it is not lawful upon any Preten.e 
< what/ ever, to take up Arms againſt tbe 
King, which is as full a giving up of the 
Power of Reſiſtance by the whole Nation, 


© ſuppoſing they had had ſuch a Power, 


* as if they had all aſſembled together.“ 

I think there.needs no Addition to the 
Strength of theſe Authors reaſonings, tho. 
it may not be diſagreeable to ſee What is 
alſo ſaid by ſome of the higheſt Station, 
and Archbiſhop T/loton, in his Letter to 
Lord Ruſſel offers theſe Conſiderations (1) 
concerning the Point of Reſiſtance, That 


the Chriſtian Religion doth plainly forbid 


the reſiſting Authority. 2. That in the 
ſame Law which Eſtabliſhes our Religion, 
it is declared, it is not lawful upon any 
Pretence whatſoever to take up Arms 
againſt the King. And at-tht fame Trial. 
ot Dr. Sachevere!, Sir Thomas Parker, after- 
wards both Chief Juſtice of the Kings Bench, 


and Lord Chancellor, (2) charges it as a 


Crime that the Doctor had not preach'd up- | 


on Reſiſtance to the Queen, which Sir Thomas 
would not have charged a; as a Crime 1a the 


(1) Dr. Sachewerel's Trial, p. 144. (2) P. 103. 


Dr. 


/ 


EEC... 
Dr. to omit had ſuch Reſiſtance been lawful, 
his Words are, (1) He ſays, he has decla- 
red all Reſiſtance unlawful. Ves all Re- 
ſiſtence to the ſupreme Power; but he 
© has never declared Reſiſtance to lier Ma- 
© jeſty unlawful, he maintains the utter le- 
© oality of Reſiſtance on any Pretence what- 
© ſoever to the fupreme. Power, but no 
« where ſays that in the ſupreme Power 
he includes her Majeſty, or that it is 
illegal to reſiſt her. EG 
And Sir Joſepb Fekyll, another of the 
learned Managers againſt the Doctor, has 
the following Words in relation to the 
Laws. (2) As to thoſe (Acts) before the Re- 
ſtoration, 1readily admit they condemn Re- 
ſiſtance generally, they don't mention any 
r 

© The next Head of our Acts are thoſe 
© after the Reſtoration, and before the Re- 
volution, I do admit thoſe Laws go 
© farther than the former, and ſeem to con- 
« demn all Reſiſtance, and in ſuch Terms 
as to exclude any Exception whatſoever; 
which Conceſſions from Enemies ſeem 
pretty ſtrong for the eſtabliſhing the, 
above Propofition, and Which is more 
ſtrongly affirmed by the Council for the 
G e e e 

Mr. Phipp's after quoting the above 


00 P. 103. | (z) P. 258. 
3. Paſſage 


ä (49) 
Paſſage from Dr. Kennet's Sermon, adds, 
I believe it will not be denied by any Law- 
yer, that _— up Arms againft her Ma- 
jeſty is High Treaſon, by the Statute of 
the 25th, of Edw. III. And. 
Mir. Doda, (1) mentions. 25 Edward III. 
as the Standard for Treafon for many 
Ages, — and ſays —© now I need not repeat 
that to reſiſt the executive Power, and 
the Perſon of the King, by that Act, is 
compaſſing his Death, and levying War 
«© againſt him.“ They have always look'd 
upon it, that reſiſting the King is levying 
War, it is compaſling and imagining the 
Death of the King. He then citcs' the 
Words of 12 C. 2. cap. 30. 13 C. 2. Cor- 
poration Act. That they do believe, that 
it is not lawful upon any Pretence whatſoever, 
to take Arms againſt the King. He then 
_ cites the Militia AQ. 13 and 14 C. 2. 
the * Act. 13 and 14 C. 2. and 
that which eſtabliſhes the Abjuration 
And mentions the Exception of a King's 
turning Papiſt, or marrying a Papiſt, on 
which he has thefe Words. And this I 


© take to be the firſt ſtated and determined 


Exception to this general Rule that ever 


was made in any Act of Parliament, and 
ſays muſt he (the Doctor) limit this 


Rule and State the Exceptions to it. He 


(*, T. 135 —6—7, 


#- « muſt 


tradict the firſt Propoſition, 


(300 
muſt tell them Reſiſtance is unlawful, hut 
there is an Exception to that Rule, but 
* what that Exception is I muſt not tell 
© you, but you muſt find it as you can, 
< which would look like the blind leading 


the Blind.? 


And to ſay it is lap for any Perſon to 
reſiſt thoſe whom the Laws of a Country 
have declared irreſiſtible, is directly to con- 
1881 would 
totally overthrow | every eſtabliſhed G- 
vernment, by giving every private Perſon a 
Right to over- turn every Government 


whenever he Judges it neceſſary or prudent 


ſo to do. 
And dead the very Exception made in 


the Act, to allow of Reſiſtance in Caſe the 


King turns Papiſt or marry a Papiſt, being 
a new Exception, as Mr. Dodd mentions, 


ſhows that the being a Papiſt was not ex- 


cepted before, and confirms the Rule as to all 
other Articles not excepted according to the 
known Rule, Exceptio probat Regulam in 
aon Exceptts, Every Exception confir ms the 
me in what 1 is not excepted. | 
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PROPOSITION N 


The M oN ARCHY i Baglad 7s Gi 
| _ Hereduary. 


1 AT the Engliſh Chronos 1 was 
long Hereditary, by the Engliſb 
Laws, and Conſtitution, was fully 
Red under the ſeventh P. opoſition; and 
if theſe Laws have not been altered, they 
mult {till be in Force, and the Hereditary 
Succeſſion of the Erawa, Rill the fame by 
thoſe. Laws. | 

And if thoſe 1 „ been repealed, 
or any new- ones made, fince the .Revolu- 
tion, declaring the Engl;/þ Monarchy not 
to be. Hereditary, ſuch a Repeal, or ſuch 
a Law, muſt ſurely be very well known; 
and certainly eaſily to be produced, and as 
readily ſhewed as thoſe I have produced, 


ro prove the Monarchy to be Hereditary. 


And the Proof of ſuch a Repeal; or ſuch 


a Law, will be expected, from thoſe who 


affirm there are ſuch, the Proof lies on them 
by all the Rules of arguing. (1) . 


2223 Ws; (.) . incumbit Probatio. 5 


2 * i H 2 : "Third 


. 


There have been two very remarkable 


Periods of Time, inge K. James left the 
Crown, far from being favourable to the 
Family of Stuarts; and which might have 


occaſioned ſuch a Law, and certainly would 
have brought ſuch a one to public Light, 
if any ſuch there had been, and thoſe were 
the Conyention, when K. James was abdi- 


rated: And Doctor Sacheverel's Trial, when 


there was an Attempt to eſtabliſh the au- 


fulneſs of Reſiſtance. n 


I mention d under the ſeventh Propo- 
fition, the Subſtance of what paſſed in the 
Debates about the Abdication: at which 
Time, the Hereditary Right of the Crown, 
Was inſiſted on to be the Right, and con- 


ſequently, rather eſtabliſhes, than weakens 


this Propofition : But I will not repeat, 
but refer to what is ſaid on that Head, un- 
der the ſeventh Propoſition . 


And as to Doctor SacheverePs Trial, no- 
thing then produced any Sentence, or Law, 
to the Prejudice of the Hereditary Right of 
the Crown, the Managers expreſſed them- 


_ {elves in very different, and very inconſiſtent 


Manners, as to ſeveral Particulars; and both 
ſome of them, and ſome of the Doctor's 


Council, Rill affirmed the Hereditary Right. 
For the Sollicitor General has theſe Words, 


P. 270. © In the next Place, they turn it u 


on the Commons, as if they denied the 
e Hereditary Right, (which they ſhall ever 


% ayow) 


11 G7 
4 amo) when they aſſerted the Title by 
* Act of Parliament. I ſubmit to your 
« Lordſhips. whether any Thing more was, 
« than that the Hereditary Right was con- 
e teſted, and this is notorious to all the 
4 World.” 8 

80 that here is a poſitive. Declaration, 
from an Enemy, at Dr. SacheverePs Tryal, 
that the Commons Hall ever avow the He- 
reditary Right, And. 

Mr. Chr. of the Exchequer, alli that 
tho* her Majeſty has an Hereditary. 

to the Crown, yet he takes thoſe Acts of 
Settlement, to be. her great Security; and 
can make no Queſtion but that if the Foun- 
dation of thoſe Acts were ſhaken, the Doc- 


Rzght to reſort to. P. 113. 
Mr. Phipps, one of the Doctors Coun- 
_cil ſays.— If the Queen who bas an Heredi- 
tary Right, and alto a Rigbt confirmed and 
eſtabliſhed, by Act of Parliament, can- 
not be ſaid to be a jure divino Queen, Ido 
not know who can. P. 139. 
So far was any Thing done at that Trial 
from prejudicing of the Hereditary Right, 
that all the Laws which declare that there 


dom, and that on the Demiſe of the right- 
ful Hereditary King, the Crown and Realm 
immediately deſcend unto, and are actually 
— in the Perſon, and Poſſeſſion, of the 
Right 


tor would ſoon find another H nn, 


is no interregnum, in our Hereditary King- 
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| (54) : 


Right Heir, before he be either actually 
-proclaim'd or crown'd, were then inſiſted 
on and it was affirmed, that it is high Trea- 


fon to attempt any Thing againſt his Perſon, 
or Royal Authority, before his Coronation ; 


as was adjudged in Watſon's Caſe. Hill. 1 


Jac. ſee alſo the Duke of Northumberland s 


Caſe, 1 Mary, who pleaded 11 H. 7. c. 1. 
that Act mentioned by Lord BR e, to 


juſtify complying with every Poſſeſſor, 


when he tells us, that in the Days of Zork 


and Lancaſter, a Man might be againſt a 
Prince on the Throne, without being a- 
gainſt the Conſtitution of his Country, the 
Conftitution conveyed the Crown by He- 
reditary Right, in the ſame Family ; and 
he who was a Lorkiſt, and he who was a 
Lancaſtrian, might, and I doubt not did 
pretend, in every Conteſt to have this Right 
on his Side; the ſame Conſtitution was ac- 


knowledged by both, and therefore ſo much 


Indulgence was ſhewn by Law to both, at 


leaſt in the Time of Henry the ſeventh, 


that ſubmitting to a King de facto, could not 
be imputed as a Crime to eiter. 
1 preſume his Lordſhip cannot imagine the 
Subject had any Benefit of this Law before 
it was made in Henry 7ths Time, and the 
Duke of Nortbumberland had not the Bene- 
fit of it in Queen Mary's Time, tho' he in- 
liſted on it, and I believe it will be hard 
"7 | TEC): pr Yo | {12M 


% 


(55) 


his Lordſhip to produce one Inſtance where- 
in this Act ever took Place. 

Nor indeed can J underſtand why bis 
Lordſhip ſays what the YZorkit and Lan- 
caſtrian did, was not againſt the Conſtitu- 
tion; and not to be imputed as a Crime to 


either; and yet condemn thoſe of different 


Sides in Queen Annes Time or ſince as un- 
pardonable Rebels to the Conſtitution, and 


at the beſt as bad as the fifth Monarchy 


Men. When the Pretender and Queen 
Anne, were exactly the ſame Relation as 
the two firſt Claimants under the Houſes 
of Vork and Lancaſter, and the Crown was 
as long poſſeſs d by the youngeſt Branch 
formerly, as it has been held ſince the Re- 
volution, and the preſent King is certainly a 
younger Branch of the Houſe of Stuart, 

and according to his Lordſhips Doctrine it 
could be no Crime to take on either Side; 
tho? I never heard ſuch a Plea was admitted 
asan excuſe for the taking up, Arms, but the 
direct contrary maintained by all the late 
Executions, and all the Whigg Principles 
of compact, and Right of Self Preſervation, 


being the firſt Law of Nature, abſolutely 


condemned by the preſent Government in 
the Sentence before mentioned, as paſſed and 
executed on the Seamen taken in the Spa- 
niſb Ships for Acting againſt their Natural 
born Allegiance, and conſequently guilty 
of Treaſon by Law. a 
An 
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And whatever odium his Lordſhip may 
endeayour to throw on the Nonjurors, I be- 
lieve all wiſe Men will think, and Experi- 
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1 ence confirm the Truth of it, that thoſe 

| who are true Friends to the Engifh Mo- | 

I narchy are much liklier to preſerve it inthe Þ 

1 Houſe 'of Hanover, than thoſe who are 1 
downright Republicans, and profeſs d Ene- t 


mies to Monarchy in every kind; and that 
thoſe who are defirous to preſerve the Ho- 
1 nour of the Houſe of Stuart, and the He- 
reditary Right of the Crown, will in all 
Reaſon be the more inclined to pay an 
; - handſome Regard to the Houſe of Hanover, 
i Þ illuſtrious a Branch of the Family of 
the Stuarts, and to preſerve the Succeſſion 
inthe preſent Family, tlian they who take 
all Opportunities of vilifying the Stuarts, 
and whoſe Principles and Inclinations con- 
ſtantly lead chem to redicule and run down 
the Hereditary Right of every Branch of 
that Family, and even totally to aboliſh the 
Monarchy too. And here. the Words of 
the Sollicitor General, at Dr. Sacheverel's 
Tryal, (1) ſeem very applicable, who tells 
us, by the fame Act {of Settlement) all 
Perſons who ſhall hold Communion with 
the See of Rome, or ſhall marry Papiſts, 
are declared incapable to inherit, poitels, or 
enjoy the Crown, and it is enacted that the 
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7 
Crown and Government ſhall from Time 
to Time deſcend to and be enjoyed by ſuch 


Perſons, being Proteſtants, that ſhould have 
inherited and enjoyed the ſame, in Caſe ſuch 


Popith Prince were naturally dead, which 
appears to me a plain Proof ofthe ſtill He- 


reditary Deſcent of the Crown, except as 


there excepted. 


E 
— —— —Uä—ä ere 
rr = 
%* — mn _—_ 


Ec WES< Cee 
_ N — BY + 
— —3 n FE 


A j rr td 
* 9 © 


5 
. 


n 
a 


2 


8 


— Sg . 
2 


+ + IEA 0 
R. RR RES EL — 
- A — : — me IIs —— 4, 
a S 
5 n 


EAA Oi QSLELIQN. X. 
The Monarchial Government of England has 1 
33 5 . ER c 
1 a Divine Right. | 
(4 


I * here alſo firſt offer a few . 


n men, * . — _ . 
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ties, and after add, ſome Conſidera- e 

tions on this Subject. | ; 

The two firſt I ſhall mention, were quot- 

; ed at Dr. SacheverePs Trial, where tis 2 

1 faid (1) N | . 

| Overal's Convocation Book - does as f 
plainly aſſert this too — That all ſettled Go- 

| vernments, what ever their Beginning were, t 

1 have God's Authority and muſt be obeyed — WU | 

' before the Houſe of Lords, 30 Fan: 1702, I 

fſays, (2) „ Our Foundations it's to be t 

© hoped, are not ſhaken by the Weight of 3 

© thoſe many great and extragrdinary Re- 

© volutions, that hay 8 upon us; the t 

all wiſe Providente of God has frequently 1 

* of late, (and as ſome of us always 1 

* thought, very graciouſly) exchanged our L 


* Governors. But if we ungratefully, alter 
our Notions of the Divine Right of Go- 


(1) P. 166. (2) P. 176. 
| | ” Ver i= 


Ha 


(mo) 
vernment, and throw off our antient, and 


£c 


primitive Rules of Obedience, we ſhall 


make an unworthy Return for the Mercies 
« we have received.” 

And the late Biſhop of e (Dr. 
Blackall) in his Sermon on Rom. 13. 4. (1) 


ſays, © One Thing here declared, is the 


© Pivine Inſtitution of Magiſtracy, be is 
* the Miniſter f God: Which Words do 
import two Things. 1, That it is of 
God, or by Divine Appointment, that 
« ſome d) bear Rule cover others. And, 2, 
That the Authority exerciſed by the Ma- 


A 


La) 


0 giſtrate, is a Ray, or Portion, of the 


« Divine Authority, communicated to him, 
and entruſted with him by _ ” 

And L- d B-———e is pleaſed 
to ſay, (2) It follows. theraſoee fg he who 
breaks the Laws of his Country reſiſts the 


A 


Ordinance of God, that is the Law of his 


Nature for tho God has inſtituted no par- 


ticul:zr Form of Government, among Men, 
yet by the general Laws of his Kingdom, 


he ev acts our Obedience, to the Laws o 


thoſe. Communities, to which each of us 
is attached by Birth, or to which we may 
be attached by ſublequent and lawtul Eg- 

gagements. 


(a) agen before the Quern, March, 5. 1700: 
(1) P. 84—6. 
7 1 


T0. 

But perhaps the Reader may be hard ſet 
to know what his Lordſhip means by 
Laws given immediately to all Men by God, 
the ſame to ail and obligatory alike on al. — 
which may be ſaid properly enough to be re- 
vealed to us by God, of which we can no more 
doubt of the Obligation than of the Exiſtence 
F the Law-giver.—And yet to find ſuch 
perpetual Diſputes, about ſuch plain Laws; 
and that 'tuch a Man as Dr. Clark, could 
Jo far miſtake them, as to deſerve his Lord- 
ſhip's Cenſure of impious Dogmatift, whilſt 
this ingenious Author himſelf runs into equal 
Abſurdities, and Inconſiſtencies, about theſe 
plain Laws. But thus it will ever be, 
whillt the moſt ingenious, will forſake the 
plain revealed Law of their God, and {ct 
up their own weak Reaſon as an infallible 
.. Sac 
However in our preſent Caſe it ſeems 
pretty well agreed, that there is a Neceſlity 
of a Divine Right to every Government, 
which will pretend to lay any Obligation 
on the Conſciences of the Subjects to Obey, 
or which can give any Government Power 
over the Lives of ſuch its Subjects: So that 
the Thing itſelf ſeems to be out of Diſpute, 
that it muſt be had one Way or other to 
every rightly conſtituted Government, and 
that the only Queſtion is, how the Govern- 
ment comes by ſuch a Divine Right. 


To 
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b / To ſay, that ſuch an Obligation to obey 
| for Conſcience Sake, or ſuch an Authority 
: Over the Lives of Men, can either flow 
- from the Nature of Civil Society, or ariſe 
ftom what is called a Sate of Nature, or 


« i from any Original Contract or Agreement 
e amongſt Men, will be hard to explain or 
n ſupport. if 
; For if in ſuch a Situation, no Man has 
d Power over his own Lite, he cannot then 
- transfer any ſuch Right over it to any 
t other Perſon or Perſons, and I think it 18 
I pretty generally agreed, that no Perſon has 
e ſuch a Power over his own Life, and I 
>, never yer ſaw any good Proof, that every 
e Man has ſuch a Power. | ? 
t And asto obeying for Conſcience Sake, 
(6 no Contract or Agreement, can lay us 
under ſuch an Obligation, (any farther than 
18 we find it convenient to us) but muſt firſt 
y ſuppoſe ſome prior Obligation on us to per- 
, form ſuch Contract or Agreement, which 
n prior Obligation cannot ariſe from ourſelves, 
, but from ſome Superior Power, which muſt 
r certainly at laſt End in that of God. from 
t whom all Authority muſt come, ſo that a 
b - politive Divine Authority to eſtabliſh any 
o WW . ſuch Obligation ſeems abſolutely neceſſary 
d from the Nature of the Thing. | 
1 Now ſuch an Obligation, Precept, or Au- 


thority can only be known to us, by 


its being one Way or other notified to 
. Mankind, 


( 62) 
Ma⸗nkind, which brings us to the Neceſſity 
' - ef aDivine Revelation of it, before we can 
| be ſure of the Divine or Regular Autho- 
rity of any Government, . which Divine 
Precept or Authority was, we may reaſo- 
nably conclude, given by God at the firſt 
Creation of Mankind, fince we cannot 
imagine God would create Beings and leave 
them to Quarrel about Authority as ſoon 
as he gave them Exiſtence, but that he 
would direct who ſhoud Command, and 
who ſhould Obey ; and whoever believes in 
the Bible may eafily find this Power was 
given to Adam, and plainly continued in the 
Primogeniture, and in the Rights of Fa- 
thers of Families . 
Or it may be any Time ſince revealed 
that God had given this Power to all egu- 
lar Governments, which would be a ſort of 
a repeating and confirming the firſt given 
Precept, and alſo the adding the Au- 
thority of a new Commandment, and ſuch 
we take to be our preſent Caſe under the 
_ Chriſtian Revelation, Where St. Paul de- 
clares, there is no Power but of God, and 
the (1) Powers that be are ordained of God, 
and on that Foundation preſſes the nece- 
ſſity of Obedience as a Duty, and then 
declares the [Puniſhment annext to the 


(1) Rom. xiii. 1. 


n 0 
_ 2 2 - e , — , 
** Rr " Fs EO inte . 2 — I ä 
= — 8 8 — =o rs nag — * — 428. 2 $a. 
- — 5 - * — 


Offence: 
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Offence. That they that reſiſt ſhall recive 


to themſelves Damnation. 


And perhaps God may have ſo ordered in 
his wiſe Providence, that from the Senſe of 


the Weakneſs of our Reaſon in this Point, as 


well as ſome other Inſtances, we may with 


the more willingneſs ſeek for certainty in, 
and ſubmit to Revelation, and thereby be 
kept under a conſtant Dependence upon 
himfelt, and under a Neceſſity of conſulting 
him in his Word. 

For notwithſtanding this Noble Lords 
pretend i ing to Principles equally certain 
with the Exiſtence ot a Deity, and theſe fo 
much boaſted of certainty of arguing from 
the Eternal Difference of 'T hings, which 
{ſhall clearly point out and aſcertain the ſe: 
veral Obligations we are under; we may 
properly enough here apply the Sentiments 


of a very ingenious Writer, That after all, 


true Wiſdom and ſatisfactory Knowledge 
is only to be had from Revelation, and as 


to other Truths, which are to be colle&ed 


from Senſe and Reaſon, molt of our Rati- 
onal D=duRions are often both weakly bot- 


tom'd, and depending upon a long Train of 


Conſequences; which are to be ipun from 
ond aiiother, there Strength is often loſt; 


and che Thread broke, before we come at 
the Concluſion, and meſitions that () 


Varro reckons 288 CEO only bone 
ing 


(1) Reflections up3n Learning. 
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ing the Summium bonum: and if. the diffe- 


rences were ſo great concerning the ul- 
timate End, which all Men deſire, 
and in which if any Thing the common 
Senſe of Mankind * ſhould ſeem to agree, 


may eaſily imagine what Agreement 


there was in other leſs Ends and particular 
Whatever Difficulty therefore may ariſe 
from the ſole Conſideration of Civil Rights 


and Contracts, if we take into our Thoughts 


the Authority of the ſupreme Law-giver, 
and the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, it 
will be evidently appear (1) Not only that 
the Office (of Magiſtracy) itſelf is by divine 


Appointment or Inſtitution, but alſo, that 
the Authority by which the Magiſtrate 
Acts, and the Power which he exerciſes in 


the Execution of his Office, is a Ray or Por- 
tion of the Divine Authority and Power, 


derived: to him from, and communicated 
JJ 8 


For as he is, as the Apoſtle ſays, a Mini- 
ſter, that is, a Servant, the Power which he 


exerciſes, mult be derived to him from that 


Superior Being who has Authority over 
both him and his Subjects; who can Com- 
miſſion him to bear Rule over them, and can 


lay it as a Duty upon them to be ſubject to 


(1) Blackhall's Sermon on Rom. xii. 4. P. 4. 


oY 


; 6865) 
him, and if hd be 'dny-body*s Servant it 
muſt be God's; as there mentioned, for it 
would be abſurd to ſay, chat he is khelt 
Servant over. whom he bears Rule, becauſe 
that would be. in effect to ſay, that it 
is all one to Command, and to Obey; to 
have Power over, and to be Subject to, he 
has no Superior but God, he has none above 
him upon Earth, to queſtion, cenſure or 
uniſh him, and whoever refiſteth, tbe Power 
refiſte th the Ordinance of God. — 
So that on the whole, we may conclude 
that as far as Nature and Reaſon can dic- 
tare, they would Point out the Authority of 
Parents over their Deſcendants,” and that 
there muſt be femewhere an ifreſiſtible 
and uncontroulable Power, and that our 
Conſtitution and Las have long fixed where 
that Power was undoubtedly lodged, that 
this Power can't be given by the People, becauſe 
it is what they themſelves have not, (1) and 
therefore mult be derived from the Author 
of all Power, which the Scripture put be- 
vond all Diſpute, by declaring there is o 
Power but of God; the Powers that be are 
ordained of God, and ſurely if in any Caſe, 
we may here apply theſe Words of the 
Apoſtle, whoſoever reſiſteth ſuch a Power, 
founded upon a long Hereditary Right of 
0 Monarchs 


(B's. 


(866 


Monarchs eſtabliſhed by all the Authority 

the Laws of Man can give, muſt certainly « 
be ſaid to refft that Ordinance of God, which 
whoever believes the Scriptures mult cer. 
Wia believe to be Divine. 
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a Syſtem of my political Principles; 

I fhall freely leave them to the 
ſtricteſt Examination of Friends, and the 
ſevereſt fiery Trial of their Enemies; 
which Teſt they will bear, it they be really 
true, and will then deſerve to be embraced; 
but if they are found wanting; when 
weighed in the Ballance, on a; Convic- 
tion of my Miſtake, Lſhall be as willing 


k ND now Reader, having given you 


to commit them to the Flames, as the moft 
fiery Zealot would do the Author. 


I have carefully endeavoured to avoid 


giving any juſt Offence, and therefore have 


declined all harſh Words, and the Exfrava- 


gancies of all Parties, and kept cloſe to 
Principles, without applying them to any 
particular Facts; and therefore T have net- 


ther cenſur'd, or approved the Conduct of 
K. Charles the firſt, the taking up Arms 


againſt him, the Poſſeſſion of Oliver Crom- 
well, the Reſtoration, 'the Abdication, Con- 
vention, Revolution or Hanover Succeſh- 


on: Since Facts are to be judged by Prin- 
ciples, not Principles accommodated to Facts; 


for ſure there is Truth which is not ro be 


K 2 deter- 


( 64) 

_ determin'd. by the Multitude of Votes, as 
_ ſometimes they tell Noſes for Law; and 
there are Caſes in which I can no more 
think a full Vote of the Houſe infallible, 
than I can ſubmit to the Opinion of the 
Pope, tho aſſiſted with the whole College 
And therefore I ſhall always declare 
againſt judging of Principles by Facts, or 
ever apply ing the Latter to juſtify, or con- 
demn the Former; except in thoſe Caſes, 
where the Fact determines the Right, for 
if it was once admitted for à Rule, to juſ- 
tity what we ought zo de, by what we d 
i San conclude againſt the Truth 
t the Creed, and bid adieu to the Ten 

Commandments. .::j 1 ou 
But I have not ſo learned Chriſt, and am 
neither aſhamed, or afraid, to own myſelf 
2 Believer, and Profeſſor, of that Religion 
he, 25 and which was propagated, in 
Oppoſition to all the temporal Laws, and 
Governments then in being; and, however 
it may be locally depreſs d, or diſtreſs d; 
will, f doubt not, at length prevail; and 
which certainly in ſome Inſtances, not only 
requires us to leave Father, and Mother, 
bur alſo to part with, our Liberties, Proper- 
ties, and. Lives tos for it, if we will be 

Chriſt's Hue Diſciples. Fl Mine - 


+ (65) 


» || This Doctrine, I know, is not modiſh, 
id nor will, I believe, be very agreeable; but 
re i however hard the ſaying may be, it muſt 


be obeyed if it be commanded, and will 
prove barder at laſt, if not obeyed now: But 
as preaching is not my Province, ſo neither 
is the Practice of others my particular Con- 
cern, and therefore I ſhall leave ws all to 

him who gave the Command, and whoſe 
Mercy is yet over all his Works. 
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